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(82'S Aawaedly Learned and Reverend 


GILBERT BU URNET, D D. 
Lord BisHoe of SARUTM. 


© 
Reverend Sir, 


Y Zeal for this preſent Government, (the 

WW happieſt Change that ever Nation was 

| bleft with,) and my Trouble to ſee ſome 

remaining Scruples, which (in deſpight of all God's 
manifeſtations to us) ſeem yet to difturb our Tira- 

el, - have ſo far tranſported me.beyond the bounds 
of Modeſty, and made me forget my own Weakneſs, 

: as to thruſt upon you ths unworthy Pamphlet. © 

My Forwardneſs for the Cauſe had welniph 

> put me upon the printing of it without farther con- 

2 2 ſultation; but upon ſecond thoughts 1 judg'd it ſa- 

< fer'in a matter, \of this weight, to conſult ſome of 
3 greater Learning: And whilft my thoughts were 
© roving 10 find out ſome proper perſons, ( of which, 

upon ſeveral accounts, there are but few in this 

quarter of our World, ) attracted with the fame of 
Tour Worth, and Learning, and the ſenſe of Tour 

; A 2 great 


_ Epiſtle Dedicatory: 
great Aftings in our happy Change it ſelf, they 
ſeemed to bend to Tou-wards. And though a per- 
fon of leſs Buſineſs, and leſs Note, might wery 
well have ſerved to examine ſo pitifull a Piece, yet 
promiſing my ſelf better uſage from You , whoſe 
Candour muſt be anſwerable to Your Greatneſs, than 
perhaps I might meet with from ſome of leſſer note, 
T reſotved, however bold it might appear in ane, to 
take this way. Accept therefore, Reverend Sir, 
this poor Piece, which however rude it be, if it 
be but ſound I care not: And though it was wery 


fond | of the Journey, to come and preſent it ſelf to 


Tau, - yet it will, upon the approach of ſo grave a 
Cenſure, ( methinks ) begin to tremble. And if I 
be prevented by any other who ( queſtionleſs) may 
dee it better, I am wery well pleaſed with the Ser- 
vice which may be done @o my Soveretgns by it, 
and think my ſelf ſufficiently rewarded for my poor 
Engeauours, that 1 had the Honour of expreſſing 
te Tau my readineſs in them. God preſerue Tou, 
Reverend. Sir, aud emich his Church mere and 


mare. with. ſuch nable Patriots. 
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DIS COURSE: 


SHEWING 
That it is Lawfull, and our Duty 


» , ,To'ſwear Owe J 4 
KING Wilham, 


Notwithſtanding the Oath of ALLEGIANCE 
taken to the late King. ' * 


Mong the many cough of Con- 
ſcience, which have riſen from 
this turn of Times, the greateſt, 
in my opinion, and (I hope) the 
laſt is this: Whether or no''ir be 


Jawfull for thoſe, who have ſworn Allegiance 
to the late King, to take this new Oath of Alle- 
glance 0 King William. | 


B © w=-_ "This 


[23 
_ This 1s the great Scruple which, I find, can- 
not caſily be ſhaken off by men \cyen of greateſt 
Learning, and greateſt Integrity ; and if men 


could but once clear tfhemſelyes of this, I hope, 
there will remain no farther cauſe of Scruple 


And akb&agh +40 vor pretend to preſcribe 
Rules to others, who: are. wiſer and better than 
my ſelf, .yet what I here write for -my own ſa- 
tisfition, iy perhaps befornewhar fitisfacto- 
ry too to ſuch whoſe-want of leaſure, or other 
lets, may hinder -them from making enquiry 
iſt therhing themſelves. - 


z Eirſt; then, There are-two-prelimunary-Queſti- 
ons 'Receſliry tobe gonhdered, 1 1n, order to the 
_— this preſent Scruple. 


The Grlt' 15, "Whether or no] mow Se y lon- 


Br FR * ed [2 a-man by O * 
ich ſelf i 5 divelted.. = chagd 


gn, of which'T Was by Q 
all 


-Fhien. 


e iged, to hyny? And 11s cnn oh na 

i is ſo common, and clear, that 

it needs not much Proving. | there 1bcing daily 

,Inances of the thing : For though” a man _- 
Ige 


UMI 


[3] 
liged.to aiLorg. of a Manour, a Magitrate} or 
Maſter," o-long cas 'they ard ich, yer when: 
they once ceaſe !th. be ſuch, -and-are ſuperſeded 
by Oaths, my Obligation, how ſtrong ſocver, 
doth then ccaſe, and I may a-new be obliged 


wg: the: Sugceeer. i 


The next Queſtion! Is, Who; 1s to be owried as 
fupreme ?- -He' who was once our lawfull King, 
or he who by Force, or'otherwas, hath dethro- 
ned this. King, and: 3s hiazſelf ated: upon _ 
Throne? j 


And in my opionion, the haſt i 18 Gxprenadh ow 
the bearing of the; Sword is for inſeparable from 
the ſupreme Power, that the:vety Life of Sus 
premacy. conſiſts. in it 3} and 1t 18:as 1mproperto 
call; him Kingi who wants Power, asto call-him 
a man, —_ wants x\Reaſon.” 15 bis enm4J 


A King: IS. wy aver a Pcople by God. as his 
Vicegerent, and-cnducd. with Power fatficienc 
to; endourage:i and. deferith the righteotls;:»and 
pumfh thewiokeds but | when God:takesifrom 
hin: all Bower;:fo that he can neither |.doe 
the one,.;.noothe other; How can he-be cated 

nig2h B 2 God's 
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[4] 
God's'Vice-percht,” 'and Supreme”? 11s not--he 
rather ro be called fo,and to: elook'd upon 
to be” fach; WO whowm God) hath: _— rd 
rot Tee 9:1 7701 TE, | 

And. as he wh Is lawfully detec can'no 
longer lay any Claim to that Eſtate out of 
which he is.cje&ted, but he'is ro be owned as 
Eord, . who'is lawfully poſleſt of it:; fo when 
God} whohath the ſole Difpoſal of Crowns, 
and may 'give'them. to whonr'he ;pleaſes, doth 
diſpoſſcſs a King of a Crown,and puts another in 
his place,we are then to acquicſee. It's true,whulſt 
the thing is in diſpate,at is the:part of every hc- 
neſt: man,” :to.ſtand up for his:Kmg-as imuch as 
hetan, but when once the bufineſs is ended, and 
actuall Poflefion given, (which could never be 
without God's. #iat, who 'himſelfis' thei! Judg 
of Kings, and purterh down one, 'and fetteth 
up anorher,) there 1s then no facther Appecal to 
be made, or Writ of | Errour brought, -unlcſs 
weithink we-are higher-chan-God, - and/have: a 
better.:Right-ro diſpoſe of Crowns thewhe; we 
arc itherefote: ro own hum! as ſuprem Upremc,, whom 
God hath ſet np, andinor obſtinaccly to: ſtand 
: but for hun cwho 18/aCtually difpoflelt..- : 


TY510'9, $2 4 Again : 
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(is! 

{ Again/>/Sincecthe Tribnte;;! and Revenues of 

a Crown-are the' Stipend of 'God,!- Tif - T-*thay 
call it ſo,) appropriated /by God to the ſuprenie! 
Powers, as his Miniſters, it being neceſſary for 
the ſupport. of their. Grandeur, and Carrying 
on of their - Buſiheſs, - and: therefore oStPanl! 
faith, They are God's Miniſters attending con-- 
tinually upon this very thing: * When! therthis 
Tribute is quite taken from one,: and-;giverrito: 
another; fo :that-it 1s: impoſſible! forthim: from- 
whom -1t Ks 'taken;to:appear any longer as-the! 
Miniſter of God, :and:carry onhis'Buſinefs,God' 
then ſeems. tocme:torhave aRtually:! diſcharged : 
ſuch an ane; from his Servicepiah@rohavepitche- 
uponthe ather.to ber hit Miniſter, :t6\whomhe: 
Tribute: is paid ::- And\. therefore: it ſeems: clear 
to me,..that he icto:bouxncdas Suptemeypand 
God's: Minifter;- who actually \ipoſſeſkerfy re 
Throne,and: the  Appurteriatioes'theveof' ani] not 
he who was once King: but is:now- Ore 1-39 > 
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As for that nice Diſtinction of a King +; jure, | 


and;a King efaito;\Þ. look uponattobe amere 
Chimara,;\and no !waypracticable'::A mancan- 
ppt..fſerye -two Maſters, as: our 'Saviouri faiths 


Wet ma ſuppoſe: this King de j jaretobe aKiing 


(6; 
and. if bo ba; Kings: ht rouſtibeagkhawledged 


oy fuch, ind hays all thakiavodr -and1Servieo 


hin which isdue/tea King: - 


"8a? The King: FA Goriuſd: by acknows-; 


Idged:too:to:berh Kmg, and. being'{o;, muſt 
be honored: and firved as a King; now what 

can;a;nman doen this: caſe 2: If he feryethe one 
he ned ncgket.tho aber, if hexceave ww; the 
0 + hei:imuſt-foulake: the other;; \hercannot 
ſerje:thema bad,” hey bothlaying Chim co-the 
ſame Services: | Smcerthen'iiat 1s: mpolible to. 
i{exxe: thons bothy, therercandbe.noduch thing n- 
Namre as wwe Kings; acKimg de! jure, and a 
Kihg an ifofts; tations know; chat Mauro! de- 
ſigny ancEnd itoell-be Adtivns; bur there can 
benoufuck; Afton wmbercthetEndis impoſſible: 
The Qurj'1as;thetig,Since-therenmult! be: ibue 
ona [Kang)ombibh:otabows) is he The King 
de jrpejiantiihe Kang 11e! fatio? > Inas: certairy the 
laſt is he. 

Ir Sgn 610 nodfm il oota 744 13.104 2A 
9+  —— Afﬀalis\canngot be; rats 
nagedby Eancy(;! antdSuppoſitions-#1 there-mulÞ 
beiacting.un:tho:caſe:: MNow'a King de /jare'is 


bn; Power 


epiy/n empty, andeatnotatt; hewhole 


[9] 

Poweri:of \ACrmg' bting-in the-King) we lfabto;; 
a1d>cerefoteunitfgrowichink you tawbyeup- 
onimere; Novens;} :yowsmuttiaf oneceltfivy have 
etcourle wo! che'Kituy le fiubto) labdcawiyiliimras 
Saprome,, '/fincenhe” &rlonly lintatapacity mn 
Gurio2 Go) vol war bn : Hom oad Bng 
bn en gA ar bns' mA s aaa ax - 

-'' And iplidreas/ic is-Gaid, ffthar th Crodm can- 
not 'be forfeited, atid zthatahereforew King 
-whilthetwe.catneverdtaſe rs beiKingy! Ofee 
\King,) and i'llways""'Rextg.i: To 3this IankWer : 
ate 16 canvrlogallpberforfeircd;ognd 
-thar<ough3the Law obligestheKing/>yetic 
veannot PurlſHihien ; 3apditharcthe Lal hathifo 
' fenced Wbourthe'Praſors of Kings: thatdt isith- 
-p6l3ble'in cheeſe dPrhe Lawy for aKingtp- 
Rady TYRA hatven er fOrchiCiowa; 
Jad that theres no Subject 6anofftriany (Vie 
'J&nce, or tetempt/atly-thingvagainſtht Pretb- 
(sative or: Perſoriof the King; | bur at the fame 
jthc he beeotnes/a Treſpafſer of the-baw, and 
bye Iav-4unihable'; grant all-rhis'T by, 
+40 the Laws 6f-the! Lind! do, 'asmuchiasthey 
can, ſecure the Right/bfiDortiimon in the>Per- 
ſon of a King, and his Succeſlors, ſo that as far. 
14s they can make him, he 15King de jare ; yet 
Jare 
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_ LE AIG 4s HP SLA a ET LAG SAS, HAS ET II 0 » 
—_— =, wh - . CD Og * ; WOO 
: * TO 
—_— proecp 


26} en Ji 131 Gi e 


:jurethey can tiever [is "'N { abſolute, but 
har God hab All aRightabove, hiny-and Po- 
owed tordepoſcibim:s:and whenever he:doth it, 
ahe:Right)and Power, which were by Law de- 
anv'd;-or:ſecur'd to: that King; mult then ceaſe, 
and be null : And therefore (in my opinion) 
ler ſuch a King, and his Abetters pretend 
-t@> what.>they :-will, and; hy. Claim ! ro. the 
Grownoas mich.c{as [they 'pleaſe; : by virtuc 
wy this::and:| the-orher-, Gonſiitution. of Go- 
: Yerfmecrs, zipier ouch, Glam! :46\\quice,, out, of 
;deory. 1:5 hemn-theltcis. [another King:!de: fats; 
aabhg Keg Heelles Kang de! jure, and: claims 
atat gieascn:Raght ; for !it'is Jare divino 
_ahiat Kings reign;;bus itas:only- Zere: haumano that 
_—_— ;heroduary, {Qt edt; ; that; there 
erſorcgt (advernment; les cer- 
om therefore, that, though: it be. granted, [that 
. the Cxdwnrganpot legally be forfeired, yer it 
.may:be atherwiſc loſt, and ſeized on; God may 
{make a Foxfeitureof it, and diſpoſe of i ittowhom 
-be pleaſes; :- otherwiſe! 'there, can be no] Conque- 
+T61r-1f,.the; World: cani haye any Right to the 
Crown, : wha, he Pars, och; 
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But you'will ay, A'Congqueror is one thig, 
and an Uſurper '15 another ;, you will own a 
Conquerour to 'be ſupreme, .cycn when . the 
conquered King is living; . but you will not 
own an Uſurper to be fo : And thus (I-know} 
many will talk, but (if T may be fo bold as to 
ſay fo) it's juſt at random, never knowing, nor 
weighing what Reaſon there may be fot the one 
morethan the other : But I am refolyed, with 
the little Wit I have, wo pauſe upon things 
better, before I ſwallow them down fo incon- 
{iderately. - Let us then compare the 'Con- 
querour and Uſtrper together, and ſee wherein 
pr Excellency of the one lics aboye” the 
other. - 


And firſt then, Grant that ſome Conque- 
rours have at firſt been on the defenſive tide, 
and have had juit Cauſe of War, yet they 
were not4o juft ro giye over, when they have 
got ſufficienc Reparations 3 but being hear- 
rencd with Succeſs, would admit of no Terms; 
but went full” on, till they had rumn'd their 
nighbouring Prince : This (I am fure) was 


neither juſt, nor lawfull ; and yet, being Con- 


- querours, their Supremacy 15 owned ; But 
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where there is one who at-firſt hath had juſt 
Cauſe of War, there are many of them for 
this one who had not;. but. invaded their 
Nighbours. purely out of "Ambition, and adc- 
fire to. cnlarge their Dominions:: This furely 
was unjuſt, and yet their Supremacy is owned. 
I ask then, What is the cauſe why we may 
lawfully own their Supremacy ? Is it the: un-- 
lawfullneſs of their War? No ſure”; that cannot 
be it. What can it be then ? Truly nothing 
elſe, but becauſe they prov'd victorious, and 
polleſt themſelves of the Throne. Now then, 
ifaConquerouristo be owned as Supreme be- 
cauſe he is poſleſt of the. Throne, though his 
War was illegal; I ask, Why arfUſurper i Is 
not to be owned as Supreme, when poſlcſt of 
the TO cough he too came illegally - to 
K2-, | 

Ir's true, you may he you look not upon 
an illegal War to be'fo heinous as Rebellion ; 
I 'grant it ; but: yet Llook upon them both 
to be vil. Means © of coming to a 
Crown. 


"The 
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"The-truth of it is, though the Lord-can® 
not be the Authour of the Evil of Sin, yet he 
1s the Authour of the Evil of Puniſhment. Car 
there be evil in the City, (faith Amos,) and the 
Lord hath not done it? And God,in whoſe Pow- 
cr alone it 1s to puniſh Kings, may punuſh them 
as well by the Hand of a Rebel.,as an Invader.We 
haveſo many inſtances of this, and choſe ſo clear- 
ly.owned by God too, that it is not tobeque- 


| ſhoned; and he hath too as clearly owned 


LIMI 


theſe very men to be ſet up by him, and to 
be his Kings, who (though they hadno good 
deſign of their own in it) wete yet deſigned 
by him, for the Puniſhment of thoſe other 
Kings whom they diſpoſſeſt. And when they 
are thus ſet up, ſurely they are Supreme, and 


are to be owned as ſuch, unleſs we will prove 


©:iuaz and fight againſt God. And there- 
fore, if we firſt have recourſe to examples ta- 
ken out of the Scriptures of the Old Teſta- 
ment, we-ſhall find, that though Rebells (for 
ſuch they were, when they did it without a 
ſpecial Commiſſion from God) did rife up, 
and k1ll their Kings, and poſleſs their Thrones, 
that the People were yet. ſubject unto them ;; 


and they are liſted among the other King's, 


C 2 and 


[. ka | 
and, their Reigns' ſet, down as Kings in the ſa- 
cred Cronicle,bur (it's/ true) with the-infamous 
addition too of the Treaſon which they 
wrought. And when - it pleaſed God that 
they ſhould be ſery'din the ſame kind, yet (of 
ſofanctyying a nature! is the Enjoyment of 
the/ Crown) even the perſons of thoſe Uſur- 
pers were by, it accounted fo facred, that even 
they who- rebelled againſt them, following 
their. example, are by the Holy Ghoſt bran- 
ded for Traitors, and punith'd accordingly. E 
fhall tor brevity, fake referr you to: the Scri- 
pture-it felt, where you ſhall find: Examples 
ef this-1n many; if not in moſt of the Kings 
of tfael. | 


But to deal fairly, as one who'is not wed- 
ded to his opinion, but defires to: inform 
and be informed, there 15 oneinſtance amongſt 
the Kings of Iſrael which ſecs: ro make a- 
eainſt me; and 1t 1s that of | Zimri, who 
killed E/ah,and was himſelf witino feverrdays kil- 
led by Omri, whom all: the:Pcople of Iſrael 
aflfted. Burt we muſt conſider, that he was 
not ſeated: upon the.Throne of the Kingdom, 
but: xtigned: only ax one | City , namely, 

Fig1h [. ir zab, 
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But there is another Example amongſt the 
Kings of Judah; which ſeems ro make mich 
more againſt me, and to! be the very 'Caſe'in 
hand:. Arhaliah, the Queen-Mother, | her 
Son. Ahaziah, King of Fudab, being dead,” a 
roſe, and deftroyed all the Seed: Royal; and 
poſſcit her ſelf :of the Throne, and reigned 
ſeven Years, (a conſiderable time to have en- 
ded all Diſputes, if the Caſe had nor; been ex- 
traordinary ;) Jehoſhebah, His Aunt; - having 
faved: Juaſb 5 : the: only Son'of Abaziah that 
was Ictt unkill'd;, bit fim all that time; and 
then ehojadah the Prieſt acquainting; thechicf 
Oftcers with-it, brought him forth, ' where, 
with an unanimous conſent, he was forthwith 
m_ claim'd ; with the ſhouts of which procla- 

2ation, Atbaliah | being allarn'd, and incenſed, 
runs into the. Temple; -- and ſceing the vounz 
Kingupenthe Thirone, dotly therein her owe 

right, her! {c1f being Herald;": forthwith /pt6- 
clai mitnem Traitors, CIYINg, Treaſon, Treaſon; 
bus they were ſo far, from t a:ng--Botige of 
any thing of a Chim which ſs made to/the 
'Crown, 


[14] 


Crown, or - of her {;Accuſation of . Treaſon 


which ſhe laid againſt them, that, as 7ehoja- 
dah had before ordered it , ſhe was forth- 
with taken out,” and executed: And. certain- 
ly exher this inſtance - or none” wall be able to 
make- out, That Uſurpers, when ſeated upon 
the Throne, are yet to be depoſed,. and the 
King de jure only to be owned. And Thavethe 
rather\quoted this inſtance, becauſe I expect 
it may be inſtanced againſt me ; and there- 
fore. reſolved throughly to diſcuſs it, as well 
for my own, as for the Satisfaction of others. 


But though it ſeems to make ſo much againſt 


me, and though I have ſt it out as much as 
I I could, to the advantage of the contrary 
Opinion , yet I ſhall now ſhew wherein it 
falls ſhort, or rather indeed makes for my 


fide. 


And "Y If we conſider who the perſon 
was, who was the main inſtrument of this 
Change, we ſhall find 1t to be Zehojadah the 
Prieſt, and we muſt needs think, that he be- 
ing fatisfied that the Child was preſerved a- 
live, would in this grand Concern conſultthe 


Orack of God, to which he might have re- 
courſe, 


C15] 


Office. Again, "We haye the grounds up- 
on which he ' and the People proceeded to 
this Change clearly ſer down; 2. Chro. 23.3. 
it was an Oracle delivered by God to David, 
that there ſhould allways be a Male of his 
Sced, to ſit upon his Throne; they therefore 
raking this Promiſe of God to David as an 
infallable Truth, and finding acccordingly,that 
beyond all. expectations there was a Male 
Child preſery'd of that Line, they therefore 
waving all other obligations, did ſtick to this 
Divine Oracle : So that the Caſe 1s vaſtly dit- 
ferent from any thing that could have hap- 
pened ſince, they then having. God's ſpecial 


dire&tions in the thing ; and this Child (as. 
were all the Kings of Zadah) being a King de | 


jure.mdeed, bur of ſuch a jzre, that never 
King 1n the World, ſince our Shiloh: came, 
can lay claim to the like ; ; for if -it had been 
only ſuch a es, as our Kings. haye to the 
Crown , -they mightas well at firſt have ſtood 
up againſt che Uſurpreſs in behalf of Jehoſhebe, 
to whom (according tothe tenure of bare Suc- 
ceſſion) the Right of the Crown did devolve, 
after. the ſlaughter of. her. Nephews. . But/this 


they 


f , | 


courſe, and the confiilting of which was his 


[a6] 
diy didnot.' 'And-Jaereile Loverſlipr 
alt (however -out. of order) (take notice i 
aycty ranarkable Point;; which is .this': Thar 
the-Rcapltoffer d:not 16 Rimes (which! I'ſhall 
prekently; ptay?) art defence pfthe Succeſſion: a- 
gainft> Athialiah, who waspoſielt of the Throne; 
834;-thougb:{Jehohehs; who! by, Succeflion was 
thc right: hdres tote Crown, was alive 3 
Ani this:may.forve to atisfy: choſe men, who 
arc; ſo if, that they will: not own thc King 
de meg whill ff Bog jure (as y_ term 
cs 57 ) efMNOL do T9170 

th LAS to: REY out, Athnh this: UH 
fiance makos more £07: my vpn than tac 


| a o 


: F 
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f 
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an 197 FR "has Atbalith foray al 
duokeoſcvka! Fears; till ir came to lighrthar the 
Ehid was preſerved ; and if he! 'reigned,  1t 
anaſtbec granted, that | ſhe had the/ſame Po- 
wer/as well /ovcr:Pticft;)as People, rwhichthe 
Kings of 7uz/ab had 51 and we never read that 
Zehbjadah;” or any bcatbc before diſobez 
dient/to Her, nilloie was known ithar there was 
a MaleHcir, who by the-particular direction 


of 


LIMI 
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of God. was to reigh.. And it muſt be pre- 
ſamed, that they would ſtill haye-own'd her 
as. Supreine, if chis had not -corhe to light , 
though ſhe came ts the Crown by tnoſt Ile- 
gal and Bloudy nicans; for it cannot be ſup- 
poſed that Jehojadah knew any thimg of the 
firſt hiding of theChild ; and therefore: might 
from: che very farſt be diſobedierit to her ; for 
it would have beeti unſafe to haye conceal d 
it fo lotig + And it cannot be ſaid that he ex- 
pected a more fit time:to publiſh it, when 
the Child ſhould be of diſcretion 'to govern; 
for cyen when he was ctowr'd, * he was but 
ſeven years old, which' (1 am ſure} are nor 
years of diſcretion : It follows therefore, that 
Fehojadah | knew nothing of it ;- and therefore 
muſt be. preſum'd-till ther; to have livd m 
ſubje&tion-to_ Athaliah, as ſupreme. '- And now 
I leave it to the World to judg, whether this 
inſtance (however 1t nught ſeent ar firſt to 
make. againft me) doth not make more for 
me,. than for thoſe- -who are! of - 4 contrary 
Opmon. Las | 


The next thing then that we muſt have 
recourſe : to, is the Practice of the Primutrve 
D Chriſtians Sd 
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Chriſtians ; and I dare challenge any man 
to tell me, which of them in all thoſe many 
Revolutions of Aﬀeairs, whenthe ſucceeding 
Emperours were allways by indire&t means 
ſupplanting their Predeceſſors; Which of them 
(I fay) did eyer deny Subxtion to the En- 
perour in. being, however unlawfully he came 
to the Throne ? Nay, . I ſhall give you an in- 
ſtance to the quite contrary. Philippus Bardas 
was Emperour, and (if we believe Euſebius) 
was Baptiz'd, anda Chriſtian, and therefore 
muſt certainly be mightily endear'd to the 
Chriſtians, who never . before had any Em- 
perour .of their Perſuaſion, but Empcrours 
who moſt of them did perſecute themin moſt 
cruel manner. Now certainly, - the loſs of 
this Emperour - would trouble and- offend 
them, and render them (if ever) diſaffected 
to the Government of the ſucceeding Em- 
perour Decius, who depos'd him, and mur- 
thered him ; yet for all this, fo far were they 
from difowning the preſent Emperour, who 
yet came ſo unworthily to the Throne, that 
they thought it their duty to pray for him, 
and not only for him, butafterwards for Gal- 
las, who. ſucceeded him, and was in. every 

ROTH reſpect 


* 
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reſpe&t as bad as he. He chaſed away (faith 
Dionyfius, Biſhop of Alexandria, in his Letter to 
Hermammon) the Holy men which prayd for 
Peace, and his proſperous ſlate, and ſo toge- 
ther with them he baniſhed the Prayers 
continually poured unto God for him. Fu. 
L 3-6 


And ſurely we cannot think that thoſe un- 
daunted Champions of Chriſtianity could, to 
fave themſelves, be in the leaſt guilty of any 
Flattery, or 1dle Complement; no ſure; but 
this they did, being thereuntooblig'd by the 
Holy Scriptures, wherein we are commanded 
to pray for Kings, that we may lead a quiet, 
and godly life under them; and ſurely we 
have ſill greater reaſon to pray thus for the 
worſt of Kings, becauſe they are in greateſt 


danger of being diſturbed, and diſturbing 
other. 


Andif indeed the Practice of thoſe primi- 
tive Chriſtians had been ſuch as to difown 
their Authority, and ſeck to diſturb them, 
and yer at the ſame time to pray for their 
peaceable Reign, their Prayers, and Practice 

D 2 being 
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bang ſq. diametrically oppoſite, they would 
certainly hayg beenilooktupon, (and that juſt- 
ly 20). as the worſt of 'men,. and ne way 50: 
be truſted. 


And though tha blaſphemous "5 
of Boniface to Phocus was more than Flattery, 
and aneſpoufing of his barbarous way of acce(- 
{i0n_ to. 'the ' Crown; yei-if he had only becn 
ſybje&t to him, and pray'd for hum, when 
| ſeated upon the Impesial Throne, hehad dane 

no more than all good Chriſtians then cud, 
and mighe, lawfully. doe, | 


- Honeſt, Sc Martin dig! IE + Ro = 
driaking to his. Peagon;. and: not.' to the Em- 
perqur,ſct ys {ce (though indeed roo hangh- 
ty, taxtdy,, and pyblickly, nor like a Courner.,. 
nay., n@r a prudent, Biſhop, whoſe likelier way: 
to work upon the Emperour had been wo 
have reprov'd him deliberately, calmly, and 
 priyately, this other being the ready way to 

have difgblig'd, and: quits loſt him): ks him: 
ſce (I fay}; that his unjuſt way of caming ta. 
the Crown, was diſpleaſng to God, and. did. 
hep his. Father]y, erate and __— | 
ow 


am 
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Now this was all that he'did; and this is that 
which every Ghoſtly Father of a King ought, 
and may doe, to admoniſh him of his ſms, 
and yet at the fame time own his Supremacy. 


And I look upon him, who, im thoſe' great 
Debates here in England berwixtthe Houfes of 
Lancaſter and York about the Crown, did 
hve peaceably under that King that was poſ- 


{ft of the Throne, to haye been far the bet- 


ror Subje&t; and | better Chriſtian, than he 
whoſe turbulent Spirit was ftill for Change. and 


On/ 


was the occaſion of ſo much War, and Bloud- 


ſhed. 


And thus T have made it out, that not only 
a Conquerour, but an Uſurper isto be owned 
as Supreme, and to be ſet up by Gol; when 
poſleſt of. the Throne: 


But then: the Query i 1s, how far he eaſt be 
poſleſt of the Throne, that we may acknow- 


tkdge hin fet up by: God. - and . from 


_y tarther oppoſition. . 


': Tes 


# =_ > 
A Ld 


PY 


[ 22 ] 


- Jes true; , we have' no ſuch Reyelations now 
as Were -1in the; times of the old Teſtament, 
and therefore. may {till be at a ſtand, when 
ſuch Kings are fully ſet up by God ; yet, if I 
may ſpend my weak judgment upon 1t, I look 
upon a King. to be thus {et up, when the for- 


mer. King, and his Heirs, being either baniſh'd, 


kill d, or impriſon'd, the other is ſeated upon 
the Throne ; and fo far, either for fear or fa- 
vour, own'd by the Nation, that there 1s whol- 
ly a Ceſlation of Arms, or a very inconfidera- 
ble Oppoſition made. 


And if God hath the ſame Power tl 
(which ro queſtion were Blaſphemy) to pull 
down and ſet up Kings whenhe pleaſes; and 
yet ſince we cannot expect any Revelation 
from him, when he does it ; either this Rule 
which I have here mentioned 1s theonly way 
to know it, or elſe I would gladly know what 
other Rule we have to know it by. 


-- But here it will be objected, That if Poſle(- 
ſion gives Right, the Law muſt be quite laid 
aſide; and he that hath the ſtrongeſt Arm 
will have the greateſt Right; and fo this 

| Doctrine 


UN 
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Doctrine will be an Inlet to all Oppreſſion and 
Violence. 


To this I anſwer, That grant a King can- 
not be. puniſh'd, and diſpoſſeſt by due courſe 
of Law, and that therefore God (if I may fay 
ſo) is forc'd for the puniſhing and diſpoflefſing 
of Kings to uſe extraordinary means, which 
may tantamount to a Law; yet ſure the Law 
is ſufficient to take cognifance of Subjects, to 
puniſh them, and redreſs their Grieyances one 
to another ; and therefore they need not, and 
ought not to take theſe extraordinary means, 
which God ſees often fit only and neceflary 
for the puniſhing and diſpoſlefling of Kings. 


Bur of fo intricate a nature is the Matter in 
hand, that Ihaveſcarceunravelled one doubt, 
when preſently there ariſes another. 


At this rate (ſay you) even a good King 
(inſtance King Charles the Martyr) may be 
deſtroyed. by an Uſurper, and yet the Uſurper 
15 not to be queſtioned, but own'd as Supreme : 
Certainly God never intended - ta. deſtroy 'a 
good King ſo; and. therefore if an'Ulurper 
| deſtroy 
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deſtroy ſuch a King, he cannot be of God's 


ſetting up, and therefore 1s not to be-owned | 
as PEO. 


To this 1 anſwer, That I cannot VER 
forrow. refle&t upon. the horrid Murther of 
that. gracious Monarch.a Prince of unſpotted In- 
tegrity,who was certainly.the beſt of Kings,who 
for his Piety of Life might nd with'the ſtrict- 
.cſt Votarics, and for the manner of his Death, 
with the moſt famed Martyrs; and fo. far 
was he from bringing a Curſe either upon the 

Nation, or himſelf, by any Sin of his own 
that if ever the Goodneſs of a King could at- 
one for the Sins of his People, his certainly 
could have done it. Burt it is not allways the 
{in-of a|King, which isthe cauſe of ſuch Over- 
turnings, :but very often indeed theſins of the 
Pcople ; though (God knows) we are too apt 
to lay the blame oft our ſelves, and ſlander 
the Loxd's anomted. |: And this happens ac- 
cording to Samuel's Menace to the People ; 
that if they ſhould doe wickedly, they ſhould 
be deſtroy'd both they, and their King. God 
15 many.times pleaſed for the Pumſhment of a 
{infull La and to remove good Kings from 


them, 
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them, nd:toiſet 'Tyrans in their Place; :and 
then even-thoſe © Tyrants are' of ' God's ſetting 
up.; and are therefore to be owned as Su-! 
preme,: and::obcy'd, :as long as God pleaſcs.to. 


continue them over us.” 


'. Butthere I am' afreſh affaulted with another 

Wjechtion, ſohbard itis toftrugglethrough this 
dittcule Caſe:: What! (fay you) God-1s'plea- 
{d'to: wark by Means, :(Miracles/.;ate now: 
ceafed'; ) -and therefore, if we ourſelves put 
not ito our: Hands, to pull down fuch Uſurpers; 
but: fondly own them. ſtill to: be Supreme,-and 
therefore; not !to: be:: rdfifted: ; 1: we': may 
long: look before we: be: 'delivered;, and 
perhaps - may offend: God by ſlipping thoſe 
Opportunities, which may ſeem for that pur- 
poſe to'be;put into:'our. Hands. /! :| 


- But .to-this I anſwer, That God, who hath 
the Power of Life and Death, is not ſo unpre- 
pard: of: Inftruments:of Death; 'as for: want of 
others; to make :allways' uſe: of oric:;. /Hehath 
a ſtore' houſe (as E may ſay) of Accidents, and 
Diſeaſes, out of which he may chuſe any one 
ſufficient to put a Period to the days of the 
onk, E greateſt 


ang of Abifbe!'s Opmion, 
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greateſt Monarch 3 he: can kilt 'a King as 
foon' by a Fevrer:, as fuffer 'a Rebel ro:hilt 
kim : And therefore app ay that 
Sauk was to. be unkingd; nay, and that he 
too was to fuccced, yet.ſo far was he from be- 
that then was the 
opportunity to, kill hum, and: that then God: 
had _ him .into hs hands, when they 
foungd:hin aſleep, wth 'the/Spcar athisHead,. 

ſo far (IL fay) was he from being of his\Opi- 
gion, . and taking: thus. —_ that he 
woukd neither doe it hunſelf; nor faſter him 
w: doe it; but: pouſly, : and prudently, told: 
Abiſbai;that Godhad meansof his:own-o-doe 
ib by, and/necded not tobe beholden' to them 
w. doc 1b by ſuch ilicgal/ Nieans; and therefore 


| WeLe 120 Expect 


his day ſhall come to dye, or he jhall deſcend into 
the Battel, axdperijÞ. The: Lord forbid' that- 


ſhould: firetch Foreb. ay. hand againſt" the. 
fordis Anainted ; | and therefore. ke no-Rebel. 


thank, that. becauſs God hath:a mind to:-put 
down. a: 
guiley, who. 


i. 


Arepcherh,fopch has land: to, dove 
And 


his Jeaſtuze.. As the Lord 
tiveth (faith he) ahe: Londbbatl. frite.  þine,.' of 


. that: yer he ſhall be the ItG. 
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And how 1 have: with what ſcrutiny I'can 
diſcuſt theſe rwo Preliminary Queries : In the 
anſwering the firſt of which there was liele 
difficulty, it being a gencrally receiy'd Maxim, 
and Warrantable by the: daily Practice of al 
forts of People: The main Difficulty ties "rt 
the Second, which I think I have removed, to 

my own, if not to the ſatisfaction of others; 

pam made it:out, both-by' Reaſons, and 
Examples, (andat the ſametinie remov'd all the 
Objections, that mighe make againſt it,) that he 
is not King atd Supreme, who was orceKing, 
but is depos'd ; but he is Supreme, who 15 
actually in Power, ' and polſeſt of the Throne, 


And' now let us take an cftimate of our 


prefer Aﬀars, wif what hath been here ſaid. 


Ir is :certam, never Princchid uftce Grounds 
of War, than this Prince had. 


— Eid, In reſpect of the true Religion whuch 
groming Under-the growing Tyranny of 

tn  Cinnkch of - Rome : We had a King fo bi- 
gotted to-Popery, that for it's Propagation, he 
queſtion'd net to break all that was-moſt bin- 
E 2 ding 
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ding; all Promiſcs of his-own;| and-the Laws 
ofthe Land; which he ſwore to maintain ; 
ſo that he may very well be rank'd amongft 
thoſe  Kings., whoſe faying 1s, | Let zs break 
their bands aftunder, . an caſt away:: their Cords 
from zs. But. Jet me not Reflect too: much up- 
on 'a Perſon, who. is yet uponſeveral accounts 
to. be: reſpected by us,. let.us rather adnure the 
Goodneſs of: Ged, who hath ſent this Prince, 
as- another; Conſtantine, to; deliver us: from 
theſe impending ruines ; 'for. we may well 
fay, Jf the Lord had not ſent us this Deliverer, 
tbey, had ſwgilowed . us | up. alive, when. the , 
were ſp wrathfully Aiſpleaſed at us: ' 


Secondly, He had juſt Cauſe of. War to: de- 
fend his. own Right, ; whichithe. adverſe Par: 


ty labourcd to debar him of : There was lit- | 


tlc good intended; him;:; whenr: Serangors, : Pa- 
paſts, and Jeſuits, his profeſt Enemies were ſep 
ro manage Afﬀairs, and were acquainted with 
all: the lncrigues.: of Court 5; and: yer newher 
be, nor any for. him Were: :uThe- leaſt, CONCEr- 
ned, or taken any [notice of. And when their 
young Prince was to be born, they did fſo:in- 
duſtriouſly conceal. all things; from;him,. hap 

they 
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they might as well have ſent him word, that 
they intended to cheat him. He had juſt 
Cauſe therefore to vindicate himſelf, and his 
Right,from the abuſes of fuch inſolcnt Court- 
Parafites, and Impoſtors.. And' though ' it is 
true, he could claim no right by way of Suc- 
ceſlic on, .as long as his Father liv'd, yet, as a 
Foreign Prince, -he might ſeek ſatisfaction for 
the Aﬀeonr, which was. putupon him, by fuch- 
underhand, and illegal Dealings. | 


Thirdly, As the:Cauſe of his War:was juſt, 
fo-the- Sucecfs was thereunto anſwerable: Ne- 
yer. Prince was in.an Undertaking more appa- 
rently fayour'd by Heaven. Bur it wereneed- 
leſs.for me to cnlarge upon all. the happy- Oc- 
curences of this Expedition, ſince the Learned 
Drx;. Burnet, who. was an Eye-Witneſs of them 
all, hath. allready done it in his Sermon ,, 
which is allmoſt in every man's hand, and. 
therefore: L refer you. to. it. 


| This bl, only oy, That never ICS came 

to a; Crown with leſs Bloud-ſhed, with greater 
Applauſe, and Satisfaction of the People : And 
tnersfore lince (as I haye made 1t appear) = 
t hoſe. 
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thoſe who come legally to a Crown; are 


yet, when fully 'poſleſt of it, tobe own'd as 
'Suprame ; <ccertainly King William., wholc 
'Caule of War was 1o juſt, and © muricu- 
louſly vitorious, and whoſe Proclamation 
.over the whole Kngdom was fo joyous to 
all, that in all. Places where it was read, it 
may very well be faid, - 7he ſbout of 'a King 
Was _ __ 3 _ ccrtianly ' (I fay)' he us Su- 


preme, he 1s of God's ſctring up. 
And then « muſt necds follow, that if he 


be Supreme , the latc King 15 not; for where 


cannot be two Supremes : And then it wall 
follow again, that the Oath of Allegiance; 
and Supremacy, which we took to the other 
King, 1 now quite out 'of doors, all Sapre- 
macy, which was the ground of theſe Oaths, 
being now quite loſt an the lace King; | 


Andthen laſtly, it will follow, That fince 
King William is Supreme, we are in duty 
bound © pay ham all that Honour, and Ser- 
vice, which is due to a Supreme ; and then 
ſmncc ſwearing of Allegiance hath allways 
been own'das duc to the ; ener Power "oma 


UN 
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the Subject, it is our Duty, when put upon 


n, to ſwear Allegiance to him too : And 
therefore (if I may be fo bold to fay fo) I look 
upon-1t as an Errour in any (to ſay no worſe 
ef.it) who refuſe to doe it: As for my own 
part; as I have allways been Obedient to my 
Supreme,. fo I ſhall. allways be Obedicnt ta- 

* to King William; and Queen Mary, whoſe 
| Supremacy over us.I pray God long to con-- 
tinue, . 


KIN.LS: 


